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E-MAIL: Weald Challenge Trail Races 2021 - Three Weeks to Race Day 
  

Hi Langham Hotel Weald Challenge Trail Race 2021 Entrant 

 

With there being a little under 3 weeks until the Weald Challenge Trail Races take place, this e-mail 

provides an update on important information related to the event.  Within this e-mail there are several 

links to the Weald Challenge Trail Races webpages.  Click the links within the e-mail to obtain further 

information.  

 

Please note that this year it is ESSENTIAL that you read this e-mail as we have made MANY CHANGES 

to this year’s Weald Challenge to be Covid Secure.  We appreciate that this e-mail is quite lengthy, but 

there is much important material to communicate to ensure that your race day is both enjoyable and 

safe.   

  

Firstly, can I thank you for entering the seventh edition of the Weald Challenge Trail Races.  It is great to 

be back again after the cancellation in 2020.  To those of you that have attended in previous years, 

welcome back, and to those of you running the event for the first time this year, a warm welcome. 

  

Having completed many trail races I am well aware of what contributes to making an event great, and 

therefore we will be doing our utmost to make your experience on the day as enjoyable and satisfying as 

we can.  It is often the little things that sometimes make a big difference on the day, and it is these little 

things that we have particularly paid attention to. 

  

  

The Race Routes 

The 2021 Langham Hotel Weald Challenge Trail Races consist of two different race distances: 50 

kilometre ultra, and 13 mile half marathon.  Both events start and finish at the same location of Chiddingly 

Primary School, Muddles Green, East Sussex, BN8 6HN.  Car parking is available on the large grass 

field directly opposite Chiddingly Primary School. The Race HQ postcode is BN8 6HN.  

  

Although the race routes follow the long-distance paths of the Wealdway and the Vanguard Way, we 

extensively mark only the half marathon route with our race day markings, consisting of red and white 

tape, and Trail Running Sussex direction arrows.  As stated on the race website, and therefore being 

common with many ultra trail races which are not marked, the portion of the 50km ultra trail route which is 

not part of the half marathon route, i.e. the middle 18.6 miles from 6.9 miles to 25.5 miles, will not be 

extensively marked with our race day markings.   

 

The visibility of the permanent long-distance Wealdway and Vanguard Way footpath way-markings is 

variable.  In most instances the unique way-marked footpath disc is present, although being quite small, 

they are sometimes difficult to spot.  At a few track junctions, the finger post or disc is missing.  Where 
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we know there to be an issue with the way-markings of the long-distance footpaths on the portion of the 

50km ultra trail route which isn't extensively marked with our race day markings, we will provide 

additional Weald Challenge race signage on the day. 

 

It is hoped that during the race that all runners will successfully be able to follow the race routes, however 

even with the permanent long-distance Wealdway and Vanguard Way footpath way-markings, and 

extensive on the day race markings for the half marathon route, there is still the potential for runners to 

miss a turn,  We have therefore provided detailed race route resources on the Weald Challenge Route 

Details webpage for both races, click THIS LINK. On the Route Details webpage are maps, detailed route 

descriptions, and downloadable GPX files, all providing extensive information about the 

route.  IMPORTANT – The GPX files, and the map and route booklets available to download, HAVE NOT 

been updated for the 2021 Race Routes Changes (see immediately below), but there are clear 

descriptions of the 2021 route changes on the website. 

 

IMPORTANT – 2021 Race Route Changes.  There are three changes to the half marathon route due to 

Covid. For the ultra route, there are four changes, i.e. the same three half marathon route changes PLUS 

one change near Uckfield due to the public footpath being closed due to the repairing of the steps down 

to the railway line crossing.  The 2021 race route changes increase the distance of the half marathon 

from the previous 13.6 miles to 13.9 miles, and for the ultra from the previous 50.8km to 52.3km.  Details 

of the route changes are clearly described on the Route Details webpage.  For 2021, the detailed route 

description 'Road Books' and Map Books available on the website to download in advance, WILL NOT 

be available on race day as there is NO race registration this year.    

 

 

Race HQ - Procedures and Requirements 

There is NO race registration this year.  Race numbers will be sent out in the post during the week of the 

event. IT IS THEREFORE ESSENTIAL THAT YOU CHECK THAT YOUR CONTACT DETAILS ON THE 

RACEDIRECTOR WEBSITE ARE CORRECT. LINK to RaceDirector Website. 

 

IT IS ESSENTIAL that you DO NOT attend the event if you have been unwell or suffering Covid 

symptoms, a positive test or have been asked to self-isolate in the last 14 days prior to race day. All 

runners must undergo a COVID-19 pre-attendance symptom self-check. You are encouraged to view the 

current NHS advice on coronavirus/Covid-19. Click the following link: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-Covid-19/ 

 

As race numbers are being sent out in the post, there is NO race registration on the morning of the race. 

An Online Video Race Briefing will be available to view three days before race day. An e-mail containing 

a link to the Online Video Race Briefing will be sent three days before race day.   

 

There is a specific Weald Challenge Covid webpage which details the many changes we have made to 

https://trailrunningsussex.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=857e40e2fd8e77a87b8a21429&id=597989a240&e=5a3932d5f0
https://trailrunningsussex.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=857e40e2fd8e77a87b8a21429&id=36060134d4&e=5a3932d5f0
https://trailrunningsussex.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=857e40e2fd8e77a87b8a21429&id=8b2e3e41c9&e=5a3932d5f0
https://trailrunningsussex.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=857e40e2fd8e77a87b8a21429&id=26e09cda4f&e=5a3932d5f0
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ensure the Weald Challenge is Covid Secure.  Please go to the Weald Challenge Covid webpage to read 

when and where you must wear a face mask, use hand sanitiser, etc.   

 

Wave Starts - VERY IMPORTANT PLEASE READ 

The format for the wave starts is that runners will start in groups of a maximum of 30 runners every 4 

minutes.  The ultra race wave starts will start at 8:00am (apart from an Early Start Wave at 7:45am for 

some ultra runners – specific details on the Early Start Wave are provided on the COVID webpage).  The 

half marathon race wave starts will start at 9:00am.  Please note that the half marathon wave starts start 

at 9:00am, not 9:15am as originally scheduled. 

 

To reduce the amount of overtaking along the route, runners are to self-allocate themselves to a wave 

start group according to their expected finish time to complete the USUAL RACE ROUTE, i.e. the race 

routes used for previous editions of the Weald Challenge, these being 50.8km for the ultra and 13.6 miles 

for the half marathon.  IT IS IMPORTANT THAT RUNNERS ALLOCATE THEMSLEVES TO THEIR 

CORRECT START WAVE GROUP. 

 

Guidance on how much longer one can expect to take to complete the USUAL ultra trail route compared 

to a road marathon finish time, and how much longer for the USUAL trail half marathons compared to a 

road half marathon is provided on the COVID webpage. Please go to the Covid webpage to read ALL the 

details on the wave starts, including when and where to assemble. 

 

 

Local Accommodation Discount to Runners 

The Weald Challenge is supported by the Langham Hotel, a fine Eastbourne establishment located on 

the Eastbourne seafront, which is a 20 minute drive (12 miles) from the race start/finish at Chiddingly 

Primary School, Muddles Green.  The four-star Langham Hotel is owned by the Kirby family who are 

active trail runners, and therefore offers to all Weald Challenge runners a 15% discount on either 

Dinner/Bed&Breakfast, or Bed&Breakfast at the Langham Hotel Eastbourne.  To benefit from a 15% 

discount at the Langham Hotel Eastbourne, simply enter the discount code: WEALD15 during the online 

booking or call the hotel directly on 01323 731451.  The 15% discount is valid on the 12th and 13th June 

2021.  The Langham Hotel website:  http://www.langhamhotel.co.uk  Please also note that the hotel is 

able to offer an earlier breakfast from 6:30am on the day of the race.    

 

In addition to providing a discounted rate to Weald Challenge runners, the Langham Hotel for 2021 is 

awarding two major 'Spot Prizes' which all finishers of each race distance go into the draw to win, 

consisting of a voucher for an overnight stay for two with accommodation provided in an inland room, 

including a three course Table D'hote dinner and Full English breakfast.  

 

 

Required Equipment 

https://trailrunningsussex.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=857e40e2fd8e77a87b8a21429&id=678016301f&e=5a3932d5f0
https://trailrunningsussex.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=857e40e2fd8e77a87b8a21429&id=83f1c6bf10&e=5a3932d5f0
https://trailrunningsussex.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=857e40e2fd8e77a87b8a21429&id=80874da04f&e=5a3932d5f0
https://trailrunningsussex.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=857e40e2fd8e77a87b8a21429&id=f44fd3b7ca&e=5a3932d5f0
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As stated on the Weald Challenge event website and within previous e-mail communication, both race 

distances will be 'cupless'. All runners will therefore need to ensure that they either run with a 

hydration pack, (containing drink bottle(s) or a bladder), or they run carrying a fold-able / 

collapsible / portable cup.   

 

One of our supporters of the Weald Challenge is the LETS RUN online running store, and they stock their 

own collapsible soft cup. As a Weald Challenge runner, you are able to obtain a 15% discount at the 

online running store LETS RUN.  This 15% discount is NOW off any purchase (no minimum spend), from 

now until the weekend after the race.   To obtain 15% off, simply enter the discount voucher code 

WCTR2021 at checkout.   The LETS RUN website is: https://lets-run.co.uk/  

 

 

Other Equipment 

As outlined within the Frequently Asked Questions webpage, available on the website by following THIS 

LINK, various equipment is recommended, however, there is no specified mandatory equipment.  We 

trust that you will take on board our equipment recommendations, however, you are responsible for your 

own safety, and therefore you make the final decision on what equipment you require. 

  

We encourage all runners when deciding upon what kit to run in / to carry, that they take into account the 

variability of the weather. Portions of the course are quite exposed, especially along the open heathland 

of the Ashdown Forest, so carrying additional warm clothing such as a lightweight jacket is 

recommended. Depending upon the distance of the event, and each individual’s fitness level, runners 

need to consider their likely race duration and the potential for the weather to change during this time 

period.  Therefore, it could be very appropriate that more additional warm clothing such as thermal base 

layers should also be carried.  Our recommendation is that if you are not sure whether to carry 

emergency spare clothing, carry it! 

  

We also recommend the carrying of a mobile phone, so able to contact Race HQ in case of any possible 

emergencies. The Race HQ contact mobile number 07484 612239 will be printed on the front of the 

race numbers.   

  

  

Check Points 

The locations of the checkpoints for each race route are available on the Route Details website by 

following THIS LINK. 

 

IMPORTANT -   As stated on the Weald Challenge event website and within previous e-mail 

communication, checkpoints this year will provide water ONLY, and NO FOOD WILL BE 

PROVIDED.   All runners must therefore carry their own provided food / fuel that they wish to consume 

during the race.  Also for 2021, there is ONLY ONE FEED STATION for the half-marathon race, CP1, 

https://trailrunningsussex.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=857e40e2fd8e77a87b8a21429&id=bad975a058&e=5a3932d5f0
https://trailrunningsussex.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=857e40e2fd8e77a87b8a21429&id=6e30b7411b&e=5a3932d5f0
https://trailrunningsussex.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=857e40e2fd8e77a87b8a21429&id=6e30b7411b&e=5a3932d5f0
https://trailrunningsussex.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=857e40e2fd8e77a87b8a21429&id=8d3b4118c7&e=5a3932d5f0
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located at 6.9 miles, and for the ultra race, CP4 at 41.1km is the last checkpoint prior to the finish. 

 

For 2021 we will have computer chip timing mats located out on the running route at three of the ultra trail 

checkpoints, i.e. CP1, CP3 and CP4, and at the ONE checkpoint, CP1 Of the half marathon 

route.  Therefore supporters of runners in the half marathon will be able to view online (Live timing 

website address will be provided in the pre-race week Final Details e-mail) when the half marathon 

runners pass through checkpoint 1, (within one minute), which is after 6.9 miles.  For the 50km ultra trail, 

checkpoint times will be available to be viewed online for checkpoint 1 (11.1 km), checkpoint 3 (30.1 km), 

and checkpoint 4 (41.1 km). 

  

 

Post-Race Refreshments  

Unfortunately due to UK Athletics COVID-19 regulations stating that upon finishing runners must be 

“dispersed quickly away from the finish line and organisers must take measures to guide participants 

safely away from the event site”, we have therefore provided clearly described details of the procedures 

to follow to ensure that you “quickly” receive your finisher’s medal and a handmade quality Weald 

Challenge coffee mug, which you can then have filled with freshly filtered coffee provided courtesy of 

Pharmacie Coffee Roasters (LINK to website), some enjoy some homemade quality cakes.  Please read 

these finish line details on the Covid webpage. 

 

Due to runners required to disperse quickly there is no barbeque this year, and we will not be holding 

prize-giving’s for the races. Trophies and quality prizes of our race supporters products, including the two 

Langham Hotel major spot prizes, will therefore be sent to prize winners following the event. 

  

  

Race Rules  

Our aim is to keep the Weald Challenge Trail Race Rules to a minimum, with the number one rule being, 

do not do anything that you know is not within the spirit of the event, which is maximum enjoyment for 

everyone, including all race participants, all race volunteers, all supporters, all other users of the trails, 

and all residents of the villages the routes pass through, especially the residents of Chiddingly, where the 

races start and finish. 

  

We don’t think it is necessary to specify a long list of rules, but if we did it would obviously include things 

such as following the marked trail, not dropping litter, being friendly to everyone, etc.  Just keep in mind 

the spirit of the event, which is maximum enjoyment for everyone.   

 

We usually just like having the one rule above being our only rule, however, as the event has a UK 

Athletics Race Permit, we are required to adhere to their rules and their Covid Secure regulations.   So, a 

few more rules than usual this year.   In addition to reminding you to go to the Covid webpage to read 

when and where you must wear a face mask, use hand sanitiser, etc, we would also like to make you 

https://trailrunningsussex.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=857e40e2fd8e77a87b8a21429&id=820f59b4f1&e=5a3932d5f0
https://trailrunningsussex.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=857e40e2fd8e77a87b8a21429&id=bca1e3f957&e=5a3932d5f0
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aware that UK Athletics rules state: "The wearing of headphones, or similar devices, (other than those 

medically prescribed), is not permitted in races on any single carriageway road that is not wholly closed 

to traffic". The wearing of headphones is therefore banned within the Weald Challenge Trail Races 

whenever the route crosses a road or travels along any roads.  If wearing headphones, therefore 

please remove them on any road portions of the route.    

 

For runners to be aware of what is expected of them whilst they are participating in running events, 

especially during a Covid Secure event, UK Athletics have published a Participant Code of Conduct.  We 

have therefore provided a direct link to this participant Code of Conduct within our Covid webpage, but 

you can access it directly by clicking this LINK. 

   

A “Final Details” e-mail will be sent out during the week prior to race day.   If you have any questions that 

haven’t be answered within this e-mail, or on the race website, 

http://www.trailrunningsussex.co.uk/trailraces.html  then please contact us 

at info@trailrunningsussex.co.uk    

  

I look forward to meeting you all on the 13th June 2021.   

 

All the best with your final preparations for the Weald Challenge. 

 

Stuart Mills 

Race Director Weald Challenge Trail Races 

   

  

 
   

 

   

 

 

https://trailrunningsussex.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=857e40e2fd8e77a87b8a21429&id=0417165d15&e=5a3932d5f0
http://www.trailrunningsussex.co.uk/trailraces.html
mailto:info@trailrunningsussex.co.uk

